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 AUTONUM  
What would you say is the single most important issue facing people in the United States today? 
[WRITE RESPONSE, ASK:]  And what is the second most? [WRITE RESPONSE:]


FIRST
SECOND
TOTAL
Education

13%
17%
27%

Economy 

9
7
14

Government/Presidential concerns

7
3
10

Health Care/Health insurance

7
10
14

Violence/Crime/Drugs

6
5
10
Morality/Moral issues/Character

6
3
8

Taxes

6
5
9

Jobs/Cost of living/Housing

5
3
7

Abortion

5
5
9

Poverty/Welfare/Homelessness

4
6
8

Environmental issues

3
3
6

Gas/Energy/Electrical issues

3
3
5

Social Security/Medicare

2
5
6

Family/Children issues

2
4
5

Gun Control

2
5
5

World peace/Foreign policy/Relations

2
2
3

Prejudice/Civil rights

2
2
3

Defense/National security

1
2
2

Elderly care

1
2
2

Laws/Rights/Freedom

1
1
2

National Debt

1
*
1

Religious issues/Religion in schools

1
*
1

Campaign finance reform

*
1
1

Retirement

*
1
1

Other

3
4
7

Don’t know

7
--
7


 AUTONUM 
Do you feel things in the United States are generally going in the right direction or do you feel things have pretty much gotten off on the wrong track? [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, THEN ASK:] And is that strongly or somewhat (right direction/wrong track)?

Right Direction/Strongly

18%
53%
Right Direction/Somewhat

35

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

11

Wrong Track/Somewhat

13

Wrong Track/Strongly

23
36%

 AUTONUM 
What are your first impressions of the Leadership that new president George W. Bush is likely to offer? [PROBE:] Is there anything else?



FIRST
TOTAL
Favorable opinion/Like him/General positive mentions

23%
23%

Unfavorable opinion/Dislike him/General negative mentions

16
17

Will do a good job/A good president

14
18

Undecided/Need more time/Actions to decide

10
13

Good leader/Leadership

6
8
Mixed feelings/He’s okay

6
6

Will not do a good job

4
6

Has good character/Values 

3
6

Not qualified/Poor leader

2
4

Good cabinet/Staff

2
2

Bought/Won election unfairly

1
2

Needs more experience

1
1

Other

3
4

Don’t know

9
9

 AUTONUM 
Would you say that is more positive or more negative?

More positive

59%

More negative

31

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

10

Now I’d like to talk to you about some of the issues facing the country. I am going to read you descriptions of six categories, and I’d like you to think about which category each of the issues fits into for you at this time.

[USE THE SAME QUESTION/SCALE FOR Q.5-17.  TEAR OUT THIS PAGE TO USE FOR THE Q.5-17]  [RANDOMIZE ORDER FOR Q.5-17] 
(1)
One, You have recently become aware of this issue.

(2)
Two, You feel the country should deal with this issue soon. You have not yet thought about solutions to the issue, but you feel some action is needed.

(3)
Three, You have thought about this issue and various solutions to this issue.

(4)
Four, You feel you know a solution that would solve this issue but are not sure if its the best solution.

(5)
Five, You have evaluated the pros and cons of the best solution from the perspective of how it will effect you.

(6)
Six, You have come to the conclusion that the solution to the problem will have real consequences that you can accept.


 AUTONUM 
Making sure that every American has the education needed to find a job.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

12%

(2)
Deal with soon...

31

(3)
Thought about solutions.

17

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

12

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

9

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

11

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

*

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

8


 AUTONUM 
Improving the quality of the environment in the area where you live.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

13%

(2)
Deal with soon...

26

(3)
Thought about solutions.

19

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

11

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

9

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

11

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

1

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

10


 AUTONUM 
Cuts in individuals’ federal income taxes.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

11%

(2)
Deal with soon...

25

(3)
Thought about solutions.

16

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

11

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

16

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

1

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

11


 AUTONUM 
Making sure that all Americans have health insurance.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

12%

(2)
Deal with soon...

37

(3)
Thought about solutions.

14

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

10

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

9

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

13

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

*

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

5


 AUTONUM 
Protecting the environment and natural resources by requiring lighter, more fuel-efficient cars.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

13%

(2)
Deal with soon...

29

(3)
Thought about solutions.

16

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

11

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

11

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

1

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

10


 AUTONUM 
Encouraging industry to be more environmentally responsible by rewarding businesses that take steps to improve the environment that go beyond the requirements of environmental regulations.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

14%

(2)
Deal with soon...

28

(3)
Thought about solutions.

15

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

10

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

12

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

2

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

10


 AUTONUM 
Building a missile defense system.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

20%

(2)
Deal with soon...

21

(3)
Thought about solutions.

11

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

8

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

9

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

11

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

2

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

18


 AUTONUM 
Giving businesses standards they must meet, but eliminating many of the specific government directives that are currently in place.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

17%

(2)
Deal with soon...

19

(3)
Thought about solutions.

14

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

8

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

10

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

3

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

20


 AUTONUM 
Reforming the voter registration, voting and vote counting system

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

16%

(2)
Deal with soon...

31

(3)
Thought about solutions.

13

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

8

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

10

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

14

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

1

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

7


 AUTONUM 
Allowing individuals to have personal control over investing a portion of their social security taxes.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1) Recently aware...

16%

(2)
Deal with soon...

25

(3)
Thought about solutions.

13

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

12

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

12

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

1

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

12


 AUTONUM 
Establishing a bipartisan commission to modernize the environmental protection system.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

20%

(2)
Deal with soon...

23

(3)
Thought about solutions.

13

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

8

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

8

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

3

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

16


 AUTONUM 
Expediting trade agreements with foreign countries to enhance U.S. competitiveness.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

16%

(2)
Deal with soon...

24

(3)
Thought about solutions.

14

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

9

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

11

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

9

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

3

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

14


 AUTONUM 
Encouraging the government to use more scientific findings in the decisions they make.

Which category does this issue fit into for you at this time? [READ SCALE IF NECESSARY. RECORD ONLY ONE.]

(1)
Recently aware...

17%

(2)
Deal with soon...

28

(3)
Thought about solutions.

13

(4)
Know solution, but not sure...

8

(5)
Evaluated the pros and cons of the solution...

8

(6)
Come to the conclusion...

9

Never heard of it [DO NOT READ]

2

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

15


 AUTONUM 
Thinking of some of the issues we have discussed so far, which one do you think is the most important for the new congress to address?  [RECORD RESPONSE, THEN ASK:] And which do you think is second most important? [ROTATE LIST]


1st
2nd
TOTAL

Enhancing the education system

32%
20%
52%

Ensuring all Americans have health insurance

24
18

42

Cuts in individuals’ income taxes

13
11

24

Improving the quality of the environment

9
16

25

Allowing individuals personal control over some of their social security investments

9
11

19

Reforming the voter registration, voting and vote counting system

5
7

12

Expediting international trade to enhance US competitiveness

3
5

8

Building a missile defense system

3
5

8

Don’t Know [DO NOT READ]

2
2

2


 AUTONUM  
What would you say is the single most important environmental issue facing people in the United States today? [WRITE RESPONSE, ASK:]  And what is the second most? [WRITE RESPONSE:]

FIRST
SECOND
TOTAL
Air pollution/Quality

18%
20%
29%

Water pollution/Quality

14
23
27

Pollution (non-specific)

13
7
18

Use/Natural resources overuse/Land/Wildlife preservation

5
8
10

Non-environmental concerns mentions

5
7
10

Fuel/Gas/Fossil fuel standards/Availability

4
4
7

Automobile pollution/Emissions 

4
4
6

Industrial/Business related pollution/Dumping

3
4
5

Trash/Dumpsites/Waste disposal

3
3
6

Energy/Electrical concerns

3
2
4

Ozone layer

3
2
4

Deforestation

3
4
4

Toxic/Hazardous/Nuclear waste/Chemicals

2
3
4

Government restrictions

2
1
3

Global warming/Climate issues/Greenhouse effect

2
4
4

Other

5
4
7

Don’t know

11
--
11


 AUTONUM 
In your local area or town, do you think the environment is better or worse than it was 2 or 3 years ago?  [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, ASK:] And would that be strongly or somewhat (better/worse)?

Better/strongly

 11%
38%

Better/somewhat

27


Don’t Know [DO NOT READ]

26


Worse/somewhat

23


Worse/strongly

13
36%

 AUTONUM 
Do you think environment is regulated enough, or do you think there should be more regulation of the environment?

Yes, regulated enough

39%

No, there should be more regulation

55

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

6


 AUTONUM 
On another topic, have you heard anything recently about a national shortage of natural gas and home heating fuel?

Yes

75%

No


24

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

1


 AUTONUM 
Have you personally been affected by a national shortage of natural gas or home heating fuel?

Yes

39%

No


60

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

1


 AUTONUM 
Have you heard anything recently about the electricity shortage in California?

Yes

86%

No


14

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

*


 AUTONUM 
Do you think the same situation could happen in your state?

Yes

69%

No


26

Don’t know [DO NOT READ]

5


 AUTONUM 
Now I’m going to ask you about another issue. Would you favor or oppose eliminating some of the barriers that exist to international trade, for example by reducing tariffs, in order to promote increased international trade? [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, PROBE] And would that be strongly or somewhat?

Strongly favor

20%
53%
Somewhat favor

33

Don’t Know [DO NOT READ]

18

Somewhat oppose

15

Strongly oppose

14
29%

 AUTONUM 
Which of the following statements about risk is closer to your own opinion?  [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, ASK:]  Would that be strongly or somewhat more like your opinion? [ROTATE SOME/OTHER]


Some people say:
Risks should generally be taken by society because without risk you can never go forward or make progress.

Other people say:
Risks should generally be avoided by society because risks can lead to conflicts, problems and losses.

Risk generally taken/strongly

 40%
72%
Risk generally taken/somewhat

32

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

7

Risk generally avoided /somewhat

12

Risk generally avoided /strongly

9
21%
Now I am going to read you some statements about some of the tools that may be used to make decisions. After each statement, please tell me whether you think using the tool is a good idea or a bad idea. 


 AUTONUM 
A risk assessment is a scientific tool that estimates the level of risk to people or the environment. It can be used to set health or environmental standards. It can also be used to rank problems from most serious to least serious, to help make sure the biggest problems are getting the most attention.

Do you think using risk assessments is a good idea or a bad idea? [WAIT, THEN ASK:]  Would that be a somewhat or very (good idea/bad idea)?

Good idea/very

37%
80%
Good idea/somewhat

43

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

7

Bad idea/somewhat

9

Bad idea/very

4
13%
 AUTONUM 

Cost-benefit analyses identify the benefits and the costs of an action or program. Knowing this, the federal government and the public can determine if an action or a program is really worth doing. 

Do you think using cost-benefit analyses is a good idea or a bad idea? [WAIT, THEN ASK:]  Would that be a somewhat or very (good idea/bad idea)?

Good idea/very

41%
81%
Good idea/somewhat

40

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

7

Bad idea/somewhat

9

Bad idea/very

3
12%
 AUTONUM 

Comparative risk assessments put risk in perspective by comparing one risk to other risks. Comparing risks helps the government and the people better understand which risks are the most serious, and where resources should be committed.

Do you think using comparative risk assessments is a good idea or a bad idea? [WAIT, THEN ASK:]  Would that be a somewhat or very (good idea/bad idea)?

Good idea/very

39%
80%
Good idea/somewhat

41

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

8

Bad idea/somewhat

9

Bad idea/very

3
12%

 AUTONUM 
Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement. When it regulates, the government should tell the public what benefits are expected from the regulation, such as how the regulation will solve or reduce the problem, and to what extent.

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? [WAIT, THEN ASK:] Would that be somewhat or strongly (agree/disagree)?

Agree/Strongly

64%
89%
Agree/Somewhat

25


Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

4


Disagree/Strongly

3


Disagree/Somewhat

4
7%

 AUTONUM 
Do you think the reform of election laws and the voter registration systems should be done by congress, or by a bipartisan commission working with local, state and federal officials?
By congress

19%

By a bipartisan commission

71

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

10


 AUTONUM 
If workers were allowed to control the way part of their Social Security taxes were invested, should any savings not used by that worker be given to his or her family upon the worker's death, or should leftover investment funds be given to the government to help other workers without such investments?
To the worker for the family

83%

To the government to help others

10

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

7


 AUTONUM 
Should reform of Social Security be enacted by Congress and the President negotiating to find a solution, or by a bipartisan commission given the power to recommend changes that the Congress would have to adopt or reject without changing?
By Congress and the President

34%

By a bipartisan commission

52

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

14


 AUTONUM 
In about 15 years, money coming into the Social Security Trust Fund will not be enough to pay benefits of retirees. But the Trust Fund holds old IOUs that the federal government must redeem. To redeem those IOUs, the federal government has three choices, 1) increase the retirement age, 2) drastically reduce most other federal spending for things like parks, education and health care, or 3) significantly increase taxes on wages and salaries. Which change should the government make so it can continue to pay Social Security benefits to retirees?
Increase the retirement age

30%

Reduce most other federal spending

29

Raise taxes on workers’ pay

18

Go into debt [DO NOT READ] 

1

Change the system now to avoid problems [DO NOT READ]

5

Don't Know [DO NOT READ]

17

Note:
Data has been weighted by age to be representative of the American public, according to the latest statistics available by the US Census Bureau.
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